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2.12  RESIDENTIAL FOLLOW-BACK CALENDAR
 

 3 (Separate Sheet) 

 
Instructions to Interviewer 

Interviewer builds a chronological record of subject’s residential history (including institutionalizations and 
temporary situations) in the past six months.  Use a calendar to seek verification from the subject.  For each month 
record residences (or lack there of).  Information obtained from the Residential Follow-Back Calendar will be used to 
help complete the Living Situation Section (page 14). 
 

 
Step 1 

Fill in today’s date and study subject’s ID on the top right hand corner of the calendar.  Fill in the names of each 
month on the calendar. 
 
Start with current living situation and work backwards month by month questioning study subject as to where they 
have been living.  Watch for periods of homelessness, jail or prison, hospitalizations, and brief residential transitions. 
 Determine if hospitalizations were for medical, psychiatric, or detox/rehab reasons. 
 

 
Step 2 

Once you have the major places the subject has stayed over the past six months, go down the list of prompts on the left 
side of the calendar (use prompts one at a time).  This helps remind the study subject of places they may have 
forgotten they stayed.  If study subject stayed with family or friends frequently, probe for patterns and routines. 
 
When the subject says yes to any one item/kind of place, always ask if there were any more of the same kind (i.e., if 
hospital, did you stay in any other hospitals?).  Use non-directive questioning to determine when, how frequently and 
how many times the subject was in any one particular place.  The subject may be unsure about when and how long 
and how frequently he/she stayed at any one place.  Try to place the subject in time, in relation to yearly events, such 
as birthday, seasons, holidays, etc. (i.e., do you recall if it was before Christmas or after? Do you remember what the 
weather was like?) 
 
[Read to subject] 
 
Now I want you to think about where you have been living in the past six months.  We would like to 
know all of the places where you’ve stayed during this time, including hospitals.  Let’s look at this 
calendar together, and I’ll make notes as you talk.  This is (give today’s date), so the time we’ll be talking 
about is between (give date of six months ago) and today.  O.K. Let’s begin.  Why don’t we start with 
where you are living now and work backwards from there, month by month.  Next I want to read you a 
list of living situations, and I want you to tell me if you have been in any of these, even if only for one 
night. 
 
 
 
 
3 Adapted from: 
 
   New Hampshire Dartmouth Psychiatric Research Center.  Residential Follow-Back Calendar
   Medical School, Version June 1995. 

.  Lebanon, NH:  Dartmouth 
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 STUDY SUBJECT ID:             -                                  
 

 
2.12  RESIDENTIAL FOLLOW-BACK CALENDAR Today’s Date:                  /                 /                 
 

Prompts** 
 
Current Month                              

 
One Month Previous                

 
Two Months Previous                                    

 
01. All-night theater, subway station, or other indoor public 

place 
02. Subway or bus 
03. Abandoned building 
04. Car or other private vehicle 
05. On the street or in other outdoor place 
06. Emergency shelter 
07. Hotel/motel 
08. Own SRO room (no services) 
09. Someone else’s SRO room (no services) 
10. Supportive SRO (services on site) 
11. Drop-In Center 
12. Safe Haven (low demand facility, TLC, reception center)  
13. Detox facility 
14. Crisis housing 
15. Intermediate care facility 
16. Own apartment or house 
17. Parent/guardian’s apartment or house (temporary) 
18. Parent/guardian’s apartment or house (long-term) 
19. Other family member’s apartment or house (temporary) 
20. Other family member’s apartment or house (long-term) 
21. Someone else’s apartment or house (temporary) 
22. Someone else’s apartment or house (long-term) 
23. Boarding house or board-and-care 
24. Transitional housing program (short-term, but part of a 

program including access to more long-term housing 
25. Transitional housing program (short-term, but not linked 

to more long-term housing) 
26. Transitional housing program (long-term) 
27. Group home 
28. Long-term alcohol/drug-free facility 
29. Hospital (including psych. facility) 
30. Nursing home 
31. Treatment or recovery program 
32. Jail or prison 
33. Corrections halfway house 
96. Other (specify) 
97. RF 
98. NA 
99. DK 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
WK 1 

 
WK 2 

 
WK 3 

 
WK 4 

 
WK 1 

 
WK 2 

 
WK 3 

 
WK 4 

 
WK 1 

 
WK 2 

 
WK 3 

 
WK 4 

 
Three Months Previous                     

 
Four Months Previous                  

 
Five Months Previous                 

 
Six Months Previous                   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
WK 1 

 
WK 2 

 
WK 3 

 
WK 4 

 
WK 1 

 
WK 2 

 
WK 3 

 
WK 4 

 
WK 1 

 
WK 2 

 
WK 3 

 
WK 4 

 
WK 1 

 
WK 2 

 
WK 3 

 
WK 4 

** Prompts adapted from:  Barrow, S.M., Hellman, F., Lovell, A.M., Plapinger, J.D., Robinson, D.R. and Struening, E.L.  Personal History Form.  New York, NY:  Community Support Systems Evaluation Program, Epidemiology of Mental 
Disorders Research Department, New York State Psychiatric Institute, 1985. 
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2.13  
 

LIVING SITUATION 

Residential History:  Interviewer builds a chronological record of subject’s residential history (including 
institutionalizations and temporary situations) in the past six months, using the Residential Follow-Back Calendar 
and seeking verification from the subject.  For each residence (or lack thereof), record on the Living Situation Form: 
 1) the location, 2) the type of residence (use housing categories list from Residential Follow-back Calendar), 3) the 
dates, as accurately as possible, 4) with whom the subject lived (in terms of relationships, no names), and 5) why the 
subject moved in and out (in subject’s words).  Note:  For hospital, jail, crisis center, or family and friends overnight, 
ask WHY ENTERED, not why left.  If subject is unable to recall exact dates, ask if he remembers the month or 
season.  Also if you can’t get dates, try to get total length of time stayed

 

 (i.e., 2 weeks, 1 month, etc.).  Get as specific as 
client is able.  Record only places where the subject stayed overnight (a few hours stay in jail is not counted here). 

Post code Living Situation on Location Grid (page 17) following interview. 
 
Refer to Location Grid Codes on the next page and ask for specific information needed to rate composition and 
reasons for moving in and out. 
 
[Read to Subject] 
 
Now I need to go over specific information about each of the places that you have lived that were listed 
on the calendar.  We will start with where you are living now and work backwards from there. 
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Location Grid Codes
 

: 

 

01. All-night theater, subway station, or 
other indoor public place 

TYPE 

02. Subway or bus 
03. Abandoned building 
04. Car or other private vehicle 
05. On the street or in other outdoor place 
06. Emergency shelter 
07. Hotel/motel 
08. Own SRO room (no services) 
09. Someone else’s SRO room (no services) 
10. Supportive SRO (services on site) 
11. Drop-in Center 
12. Safe haven (low demand facility, TLC, 

reception center) 
13. Detox facility 
14. Crisis housing 
15. Intermediate care facility 
16. Own apartment or house 
17. Parent/guardian’s apartment or house 

(temporary) 
18. Parent/guardian’s apartment or house 

(long-term) 
19. Other family member’s apartment or 

house (temporary) 
20. Other family member’s apartment or 

house (long-term) 
21. Someone else’s apartment or house 

(temporary) 
22. Someone else’s apartment or house (long-

term) 
23. Boarding house or board-and-care  
24. Transitional housing program (short-

term, but part of a program including 
access to more long-term housing) 

25. Transitional housing program (short-
term, but not linked to more long-term 
housing) 

26. Transitional housing program (long-
term) 

27. Group home 
28. Long-term alcohol/drug-free facility 
29. Hospital (medical only) 
30. Nursing home 
31. Treatment or recovery program 
32. Jail or prison 
33. Corrections halfway house 
34. Psychiatric hospital / facility (includes 

any inpatient psych. stay) 
96. Other (specify)                                           
97. RF 
98. NA 
99. DK 

 
COMPOSITION

01. Alone 
* 

02. Family (not 
with their 
own 
children) 

03. Family (with 
their own 
children) 

04. Friends 
05. Other 

persons with 
serious 
mental 
illness 

06. Other 
known 

07. Strangers 
96 Other 

(specify) 
97. RF 
98. NA 
99. DK 

 

01. Better neighborhood 

MAIN REASON FOR MOVE 
IN 

02. Better choice than previous 
living situation 

03. Only option available 
04. Forced by program to move 

here 
05. Got Section 8 or other 

neutral subsidy 
06. Needed more support 
07. Hospital/psychiatric 

admission/decomp. 
08. Return to prior living 

arrangement due to 
discharge 

09. Incarceration 
96. Other (specify) 
97. RF 
98. NA 
99. DK 

 

01. Evicted 
MAIN REASON FOR LEAVING 

02. Crowding 
03. Building problems (repairs, 

too dangerous) 
04. Program problems (too 

restrictive, etc.) 
05. Victimized (domestic 

violence, other abuse) 
06. Program closing 
07. Neighborhood unacceptable 
08. Personal safety 
09. Became incarcerated 
10. Entered hospital 
11. Entered drug treatment 
12. Reside with family other 

than spouse/significant 
partner 

13. Other housing opportunity 
became available 

14. Financial 
15. Interpersonal problem 
16. Residence unacceptable 
17. Too distant from work/job 

relocation 
18. To attend school 
19. Too distant from friends / 

family 
20. Reside with sig. other / 

spouse 
21. To be on one’s own / 

independent 
22. Discharge (from hosp./jails, 

etc.) 
23. Psychiatric relapse 
24. Split res./no move out 
25. Missed curfew 
96. Other (specify) 
97. RF 
98. NA 
99. DK 

* For composition, you may include more than one code.  Categories for family include single parents living with their children and with extended family.  These 
households may include individuals other than family.  Friends may include significant other, partner, boy/girl friend, etc. 
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2.13  LIVING SITUATION      
 
1. Location:                                                                                                                                                                   

Type of residence:                                                                                                                                                         
Date moved in:              /             /              Date moved out:              /             /             

 
With whom:                                                                                                                                                                  
Why in:                                                                                                                                                                         
Why out:                                                                                                                                                                       

2. Location:                                                                                                                                                                   
Type of residence:                                                                                                                                                         
Date moved in:              /             /              Date moved out:              /             /             

 
With whom:                                                                                                                                                                  
Why in:                                                                                                                                                                         
Why out:                                                                                                                                                                       

3. Location:                                                                                                                                                                   
Type of residence:                                                                                                                                                         
Date moved in:              /             /              Date moved out:              /             /             

 
With whom:                                                                                                                                                                  
Why in:                                                                                                                                                                         
Why out:                                                                                                                                                                       

4. Location:                                                                                                                                                                   
Type of residence:                                                                                                                                                         
Date moved in:              /             /              Date moved out:              /             /             

 
With whom:                                                                                                                                                                  
Why in:                                                                                                                                                                         
Why out:                                                                                                                                                                       

 
5. Location:                                                                                                                                                                   

Type of residence:                                                                                                                                                         
Date moved in:              /             /              Date moved out:              /             /             

 
With whom:                                                                                                                                                                  
Why in:                                                                                                                                                                         
Why out:                                                                                                                                                                       

6. Location:                                                                                                                                                                   
Type of residence:                                                                                                                                                         
Date moved in:              /             /              Date moved out:              /             /             

 
With whom:                                                                                                                                                                  
Why in:                                                                                                                                                                         
Why out:                                                                                                                                                                       

7. Location:                                                                                                                                                                   
Type of residence:                                                                                                                                                         
Date moved in:              /             /              Date moved out:              /             /             

 
With whom:                                                                                                                                                                  
Why in:                                                                                                                                                                         
Why out:                                                                                                                                                                       
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8. Location:                                                                                                                                                                   
Type of residence:                                                                                                                                                         
Date moved in:              /             /              Date moved out:              /             /             

 
With whom:                                                                                                                                                                  
Why in:                                                                                                                                                                         
Why out:                                                                                                                                                                       

 
9. Location:                                                                                                                                                                   

Type of residence:                                                                                                                                                         
Date moved in:              /             /              Date moved out:              /             /             

 
With whom:                                                                                                                                                                  
Why in:                                                                                                                                                                         
Why out:                                                                                                                                                                       

10. Location:                                                                                                                                                                   
Type of residence:                                                                                                                                                         
Date moved in:              /             /              Date moved out:              /             /             

 
With whom:                                                                                                                                                                  
Why in:                                                                                                                                                                         
Why out:                                                                                                                                                                       

11. Location:                                                                                                                                                                   
Type of residence:                                                                                                                                                         
Date moved in:              /             /              Date moved out:              /             /             

 
With whom:                                                                                                                                                                  
Why in:                                                                                                                                                                         
Why out:                                                                                                                                                                       

12. Location:                                                                                                                                                                   
Type of residence:                                                                                                                                                         
Date moved in:              /             /              Date moved out:              /             /             

 
With whom:                                                                                                                                                                  
Why in:                                                                                                                                                                         
Why out:                                                                                                                                                                       
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INTERVIEWER:  Post code after interview  Location includes residences, stays in institutional and Policy Research Associates, Inc. 
other settings from the Location Grid Codes on page 13 Form Date: 8/17/98 

2.14 Location Grid/Last Six Months   Record all locations on the grid. 

 
Location 

 
A 
 

Type 

 
B 
 

Prior Location 

 
C 
 

Duration 

 
D 
 

*Composition 

 
E 

Reason for 
Move In 

 
F 

Reason for 
Leaving 

 
1 = current 
location or 
residence 

 
(Enter code number from 
list below and actual address 
or description) 

 
(Code # from location 
column if subject has lived 
there before in the last six 
months) 

 
(Record # of 
days) 

 
(Enter up to 2 codes 
from list on pg.13) 

 
(Enter code number 
from list on pg.13) 

 
(Enter code number 
from list on pg. 13) 

 
1 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
 

 
2 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
3 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
4 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
5 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
6 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
7 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
8 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
9 

 
            (                          ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
10 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
11 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
12 

 
            (                          ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

* This does not apply to [TO COMPLETE THE GRID, USE THE LOCATION GRID CODES ON PAGE 13] 
 institutional  stays such as 
 hospital, jail, etc. Grid Continues On Next Page 
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INTERVIEWER:  Post code after interview   Location includes residences, stays in institutional and Policy Research Associates, Inc. 
other settings from the Location Grid Codes on page 13 Form Date: 8/17/98 

2.14 Location Grid/Last Six Months   Record all locations on the grid. 

 
Location 

 
A 
 

Type 

 
B 
 

Prior Location 

 
C 
 

Duration 

 
D 
 

*Composition 

 
E 

Reason for 
Move In 

 
F 

Reason for 
Leaving 

 
1 = current 
location or 
residence 

 
(Enter code number from 
list below and actual address 
or description) 

 
(Code # from location 
column if subject has lived 
there before in the last six 
months) 

 
(Record # of 
days) 

 
(Enter up to 2 codes 
from list on pg.13) 

 
(Enter code number 
from list on pg.13) 

 
(Enter code number 
from list on pg. 13) 

 
13 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
14 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
15 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
16 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
17 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
18 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
19 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
20 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
21 

 
            (                          ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
22 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
23 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
24 

 
            (                          ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
* This does not apply to [TO COMPLETE THE GRID, USE THE LOCATION GRID CODES ON PAGE 13] 
 institutional  stays such as 
 hospital, jail, etc. Grid Continues On Next Page 
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INTERVIEWER:  Post code after interview  Location includes residences, stays in institutional and Policy Research Associates, Inc. 
other settings from the Location Grid Codes on page 13 Form Date: 8/17/98 

2.14 Location Grid/Last Six Months   Record all locations on the grid. 

 
Location 

 
A 
 

Type 

 
B 
 

Prior Location 

 
C 
 

Duration 

 
D 
 

*Composition 

 
E 

Reason for 
Move In 

 
F 

Reason for 
Leaving 

 
1 = current 
location or 
residence 

 
(Enter code number from 
list below and actual address 
or description) 

 
(Code # from location 
column if subject has lived 
there before in the last six 
months) 

 
(Record # of 
days) 

 
(Enter up to 2 codes 
from list on pg.13) 

 
(Enter code number 
from list on pg.13) 

 
(Enter code number 
from list on pg. 13) 

 
25 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
26 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
27 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
28 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
29 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
30 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
31 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
32 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
33 

 
            (                          ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
34 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
35 

 
            (                              ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
36 

 
            (                          ) 

 
             

 
                    

 
             

 
             

 
            (                       ) 

 
            (                       ) 

 
* This does not apply to [TO COMPLETE THE GRID, USE THE LOCATION GRID CODES ON PAGE 13] 
 institutional  stays such as 
 hospital, jail, etc. 



 

 

[If institutionalized for less than six months, refer to previous living situation.  If institutionalized or 
living on the streets longer than six months, skip this question] 
 
2.15 Do you currently live alone?     NO ........................................................................ 0 

YES ...................................................................... 1 
(IF YES, skip to Section Three)     RF 7 

DK ........................................................................ 9 
 
2.12   Who do you currently live with? 
 

 
 

 
 A 
 FIRST NAME 

 
 B 
 RELATIONSHIP CODE 

 
 C 
 AGE 

 
1. 

 
 

 
                                         

 
                 

 
2. 

 
 

 
                                         

 
                 

 
3. 

 
 

 
                                         

 
                 

 
4. 

 
 

 
                                         

 
                 

 
5. 

 
 

 
                                         

 
                 

 
6. 

 
 

 
                                         

 
                 

 
7. 

 
 

 
                                         

 
                 

  
Code 
MO Mother 

Relative 

FA Father 
SO Significant Other (include spouse, partner, lover, 

boy / girlfriend, etc.) 
SIB Sibling 
CH Child 
OR Other Relative 
ST in front of any step/adoptive relationship 
FO in front of any foster relationship 
GR in front of any grandparent/grandchild 
X  in front of any ex-significant other relationship  

(-spouse, -boyfriend, etc.) 

 
Code 
HSG Housing Staff 

Service Provider 

NPP Non-professional Provider (include volunteer, 
AA sponsor, student, etc.) 

 
Code 
FD Friend 

Friends/Acquaintances 

AC Acquaintance 
NE Neighbor 

 
 
 
2.16 So including yourself, how many people live there? NUMBER  |___| |___| 
 
 


	Location

